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Loss of Concessionary Footpaths 
 
On the Ribble Way at Lambing Clough a concessionary footpath (from SD686371 to SD689374) has existed for 
many years which meant that walkers on the Ribble Way did not need to go into Hurst Green and then back out 
to the River. The OS on the Explorer Series maps show the Ribble Way as using this footpath. 
 
 In Autumn 2015 signs appeared stating that 
this footpath is now closed. 
 
An enquiry of Lancashire County Council 
resulted in a reply that this footpath was not 
the subject of a formal agreement. One 
theory is that the concessionary footpath was 
created as a result of an informal agreement 
when a woodland grant was awarded. One 
thing is now clear that this footpath is no 
longer available – see photograph opposite. 

  
 
Another concessionary footpath that no longer exists is over Marl Hill Moor to Crag Stones. Here a Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme was created from the road (SD682471) through a field and then over Marl Hill Moor to Crag 
Stones. The footpath then continued northwards via Ashnott Barn to link with a public footpath near Gibbs. This 
footpath was created by monies paid by DEFRA before the Countryside and Rights of Way Act in 2000 (CROW). 
 
In the 1990s several footpaths were created through Countryside Stewardship some of which were useful, whilst 
others were of doubtful benefit. At that time an unofficial competition existed between RA areas to see who could 
find the scheme with the least public benefit. It is acknowledged that a few Stewardship schemes did provide 
useful public benefit. All Stewardship schemes did suffer from a common problem in that the publicity was poor. 
 
As a result of CROW Marl Hill Moor and Crag Stones became Access Land, so we then gained a right of access 
to these places. However the fields surrounding Marl Hill Moor did not become access land, thus we were 
dependent on the concessionary footpath to get from the road through one field onto Marl Hill Moor. In the 
Autumn this concessionary access was withdrawn, which meant that Marl Hill Moor is now effectively a cul de 
sac, with access only being available from the Crag Stones side. 
 
It is known that DEFRA have suffered cuts to their budgets, which has meant that some projects have been 
curtailed and the criteria for payments has been tightened. The provision of access to moorlands in CROW was a 
success for the RA. One of the continuing campaigns is to gain access to access  land, which will mean that 
permanent footpaths will need to be created and then maintained so that walkers are able to sensibly use 
Access Land. 

 
The above was edited by David Kelly. Any items for inclusion in the next Area News should be with me by the 
end of March.  
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Hutton Footpath 10 
 
Members may remember that in the last two editions of Area News that Hutton footpath 10 (South Ribble – grid 
ref SD 48732626), has been mentioned. This footpath is on the north bank of Longton Brook, from Franklands in 
Longton to Liverpool Rd, which is very close to an urban area, for this is usually a factor that makes a footpath a 
priority for repair. The water started eroding the north bank, with the footpath being officially closed in Jan 2013. 
At this time whilst the footpath was officially closed it was apparent from site visits that the footpath was still well 
used, for the path was narrow, but still walkable with care. 
 
To mend this retaining wall required structural repair, which came under the capital budget, but because of the 
effects of austerity and the cuts, the Public Rights of Way Section in Lancashire County Council had in 2014/15 
been restricted to £50k of capital spend.  Previously it had been reported that for the year 2015/16 the Public 
Rights of Way section in LCC will have an additional £200k of capital spend, which allowed the repairs to be 
made to this retaining wall and also for significant repairs to a few other footpaths. 
 
Before work can take place next to a watercourse, permission needs to be obtained from the Environment 
Agency. Having obtained this permission the next step was to gain permission from the landowner for access for 
machinery. This was also duly obtained, with the actual work being done in Dec 15. Below is a photograph of 
repaired retaining wall. We should also acknowledge the support of the local County Councillor in raising the 
profile of this case. It has taken a long time, but the footpath is now in better condition. 
 

 
 

Going for a walk in the countryside ought to be a simple and enjoyable thing to do, which will provide benefits to 
both physical and mental health. In order to do this it will require public footpaths to be in good condition. Should 
footpaths be not properly maintained, then the likely result is that fewer people will decide to go walking, which is 
likely to have some unwelcome consequences. The authorities claim that they would like to persuade more 
people to become more active, which should include getting more people walking, but that will need public 
footpaths to be in good condition. 


